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CHE ADDINGTON ADMINISTRATION officially took
office on March I4th, 1801. Unfortunately the strain and excite-
ment of the day seriously affected the King's health. On the
i6th his Ministers noticed that he was very nervy when presiding
over a meeting of the Privy Council; and four days later he
was reported to be 'low-spirited/ The greatest secrecy was
maintained to prevent the country from learning how ill the
King was; and once again the Prince of Wales was in high
hopes that a regency would have to be set up. According to
Pitt's friend, George Rose, after seeing his father, the Prince
immediately sent for the Chancellor to inform him
that it was the intention of His Majesty, declared yesterday, to de-
volve the government on him, the Prince; that he wished the
Chancellor would consider the proper mode of that being carried
into effect, and that it was the King's intention to retire to Hanover
or America*
He told the same story to the Earl of Rosslyn [the Loughborough
or Wedderburn of earlier pages]; but like Eldon he was evidently
sceptical of the truth of the Prince's version of the interview with
his father; and nothing was done. There is no doubt that the
King was very ill George Rose, writing of an interview with
Willis, said:
He told me that unfortunately the King had taken a decided aversion
to himself and the other medical people about him, and showed great
impatience to get from under their restraint; that after His Majesty
went to Kew, they had been under the necessity of removing him
from the house where the Queen and Princesses were; but that that
was not effected without a mark of violence from His Majesty to-
wards him*
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